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TABLE GRAPES — IMPORTATION 

390. Ms R. SAFFIOTI to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to the National Party’s $300 million vision for agriculture policy commitment made at the state election, 
including the Leader of the National Party’s commitment to boost the state’s biosecurity measures to bolster 
quarantine.  
(1) Can the minister confirm that the government has reversed its position in relation to the biosecurity 

threat of table grapes from California? 
(2) Can the minister explain why the government has changed its position just one month after his 

colleague the member for Warren–Blackwood said in this place that there is legislation to prevent this 
and that he would take this issue to the World Trade Organization?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
(1)–(2) I appreciate the opportunity to answer questions on such a wide range of topics. I am especially excited 

to talk about the Seizing the Opportunity agriculture policy.  
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I was asked a question about the National Party’s $300 million Seizing the Opportunity 
agriculture policy. I will take every opportunity in the time afforded to me to talk about that. I might go through 
it line by line. I will beg your indulgence, Mr Speaker.  
The agriculture policy is a very important policy. Agriculture is an important driver of the Western Australian 
economy. There is a unique opportunity — 
Dr A.D. Buti: Your minister doesn’t have the portfolio anymore, does he?  
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time.  
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: If I do not have the portfolio, I do not know why I was asked the question. I am happy to 
talk about agriculture. There is a unique opportunity to really focus on agriculture. As we are seeing the end of 
the construction period in the mining sector, it is good to look at diversification opportunities for the Western 
Australian economy. Tomorrow, the Treasurer will announce the Liberal–National government’s — 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: Answer the question!  
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: This was the question. The Treasurer will announce the Liberal–National government’s 
response to agriculture. In that policy that the member opposite asked me about there is a focus on the 
infrastructure of agriculture, marketing, attracting international investment, working with grower groups and 
research and development to make sure agricultural education is a focus. It is a very good policy, member for 
West Swan. I am glad the member spent a lot of time focusing on that during the election campaign and that she 
has given me, as the Leader of the Nationals, the opportunity in question time to answer it.  
The specific answer to the member’s question about biosecurity is that I recall the commitment from both the 
Liberal Party and the Nationals was to put extra money into biosecurity. It is an important part of managing and 
protecting biosecurity in this state. With regard to the member for West Swan’s particular question about table 
grapes, I understand the Minister for Agriculture and Food from the other place has recently made a decision on 
that. There will be a debate on that issue in the chamber later this afternoon because it is listed under private 
members’ business. I will let that debate provide the information because I do not have that to hand at the 
moment.  
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